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all her reign shows her trying to solve certain
problems, almost as if she were playing a game.
Taken in that way, we can see that she had to
deal with various opponents, and, because she and
her country were friendless and weak, she had to
make her way slowly towards safety. Her reign
is really the story of how first she deals with one
problem, then with another, until at length she
has gained time, grown strong, and can trium-
phantly battle with her enemies when at last they
come out into the open and attack her.
First, the question of what was to be the
religion of England. In those days there was no
idea of allowing different forms of religion to go
on side by side within a country. Certain countries
had broken away from Rome, and England had
been one. But the ruler of a state would expect
his people to accept the religion that he had
chosen. In this way Henry VIII had insisted on
the whole nation breaking away from obedience
"to the Pope; Mary had insisted that it should
return to that obedience. Under Elizabeth a final
choice must be made, one way or the other.
Because that phoice was made in favour of Pro-
testantism, the future of English history took a
special course. Religion was one of the great
forces that pulled all England together and drove
-her into the fierce struggle with Spain. And
because she became Spain's bitter enemy, she
began to fight at sea, and in that way her naval
power grew up. Sea-power in turn helped to